tpsa
COMPETITIVE

EVENTS

 Prepared Opening Statement 
1 student per School
CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMPETITION

Prepared Opening Statement
PURPOSE:
To encourage criminal justice students to improve their ability to properly present an opening statement in a court of law.

DESCRIPTION

OF EVENT:
In a designated amount of time student will:
· Present the opening statement.
· Case Information will be posted on the website.

RULE AND 

PROCEDURES:
1.
Students competing must be enrolled in a state approved Criminal Justice program on a secondary level.




This will be presented to a panel of 2-3 judges.
DRESS CODE:
Each student will dress in a professional manner utilized by most law enforcement agencies or in uniform approved by the chapter advisor.

JUDGES RATING SHEET

Prepared Opening Statement
· Each competitor will receive points as valued by the judge(s).
· Penalty points shall be assessed for time

(-5pts for under 3 min. or over 5 min.) and listed content mistakes.

· Competitor
________________________________________________________
· Judge

________________________________________________________
Items Evaluated


Possible Points




    Points

                                        Superior    
Excellent    
Good    
Fair
Poor

Introduction

1. On self 

5

4

3

2
1            ______
2. Of case

5

4

3

2
1            ______
Organization

1. Law


25

22

18

14
10
   ______
2. Evidence

25

22

18

14
10          ______
3. Witnesses

25

22

18

14
10
   ______
Delivery

1. Voice 


5

4

3

2
1            ______  

2. Grammar

5

4

3

2
1            ______

3. Pronunciation
5

4

3

2
1            ______

4. Legal Terms Test
5

4

3

2
1            ______

                                                                                                        Points Earned     ______

Penalty Points

1. States facts not supported by the evidence (2)

2. Injects personal opinion (2)

3. Puts the jury in the victim’s or defendant’s position (2)

4. Tells jury that failing to convict will result in more crime (2)

5. Fabricates words or uses offensive language (2)

6. Mentions penalties (2)

7. Makes reference to defendant exercising right to remain silent (2)
8. Time penalty (Under 3 min. or over 5 min.) (5)
                                                                                       Minus penalty points
______








   Total points

______
FINAL SCORE:





        
____________

COMPETITION ORDER NUMBER:




____________

NAME OF PARTICIPANT:


______________________________

SCHOOL:




______________________________

JUDGES’ SIGNATURE:


______________________________

JUDGES WINNERS SHEET

Prepared Opening Statement

1st Place
SCHOOL:  __________________________

STUDENT


   ___________________________

2nd Place
SCHOOL:  __________________________

STUDENT


   ___________________________

3rd Place
SCHOOL:  __________________________

STUDENT


   ___________________________

