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LIMIT: 1 Team of 2 or 3 Students per School
FORENSIC INVESTIGATION

LIMITS: 1Team of 2 or 3 Students per School
PURPOSE:



To encourage Criminal Justice students to improve their ability in properly searching a crime scene, diagramming the scene, photographing the scene, and securing evidence, and properly documenting the investigation for the possibility of future use in court.

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT:



Each school may enter one team of two or three students, duties consisting of: photographer; evidence finger-print collection; measurer/sketcher. A crime scene will be set up prior to the event. The event will commence when the competing team arrives and will end 45 minutes later. Teams will not be allowed to re-enter the scene after leaving. A team of two (2) judges will be inside the event but will be observers only. They will not be a part of the scene. Judges will record the time of arrival and will notify the competing team when time expires. After completion of the forensic tasks, the team will go to the documentation site and will document their investigation. They will have one hour to complete the documentation. The judges who observed the scene will review all written reports.

RULES:



1.



Students competing must be enrolled in an approved Criminal Justice/Public Safety program on a secondary level, be a current student in the competing school district and have academic standing that meets UIL eligibility to compete in an extra-curricular competition. Failure to meet this standard will result in automatic disqualification.

2.

Discussing any part of the event with another team could render disqualification for both teams.

3.



The judges will have the final decision on the tie breakers based on the teams' overall performances. Judges may, if necessary, be from the same agency.

4.



The judges (or a timekeeper) will notify each team when they have 10, 5, 3 and 1 minute remaining in the crime scene and documentation site.

5.



The photographer may take a maximum of ten (20) photographs using a Digital camera supplied.

                                      7.

8.


The measurer/sketcher will do a measured, correctly labeled, crime scene diagram, which needs to be to scale.

Teams will be briefed by “initial responding officer (judge)” of all pertinent information upon arrival at scene.

9.



Team members may touch objects in the scene for investigative purposes, but all items must be put back in original location. Some items will be processed or collected as evidence, the judges will let you know if the item needs to be processed or collected.
Proper handling and collection techniques must be used.

10.



The fingerprinter/evidence collector will be provided with index cards and plastic bags. He/she will indicate on individual index card what items should be processed for latent fingerprints (one item or physical location per card, i.e., the inside doorknob of the bathroom door) and place these cards in a single plastic bag. He/she should indicate on individual index cards what item(s) were taken as evidence (one item per card) and place these cards in a single plastic bag.

a. The Judges will notify the student when they pick the item that will be processed. This item will be removed and processed in the report area for prints. Prints will be lifted and placed on a card for evidence.



11.



When the crime scene portion is complete, each team has ten (10) minutes from the time they leave the crime scene to report to the documentation site. Each team has one hour (60 minutes) to document their investigation. Teams may use any portion of their ten minutes traveling to the documentation site to plan and organize their activities, but if they arrive after their ten minutes, the time will be deducted from the 60 minute documentation time.

12.



All teams must use the standard report form provided by the chairperson and reports will be written in black ink only.

13.



Each team member is responsible for reporting (writing) about his/her own actions in the crime scene and will sign his/her own signature on the respective reporting form(s). A cover page listing team number will be completed, all pages will be stapled together and the report and evidence fingerprint baggies will be placed in the reporting envelope and turned in to the timekeeper.

14.



Students are not allowed to ask the judges for any advice at all. The student will let the judge know what they are collecting so the judge can tell them which item to collect for processing.


15.

16.

17.

18.  

Teams will be issued an event reporting time which will be five (5) minutes before the event begins. If you are late, you will be disqualified. The team advisor will be responsible for scheduling the reporting times with the chairperson at the beginning of the conference.

All competitors must dress in a professional manner. 

The chairperson will provide the Digital camera and reporting forms. All supplies needed should be supplied by the advisor. Crime Scene kits must be supplied by the schools.
Competitive Dishonesty: Discussing any part of the event with school competitors from the same school district which may give a competitive edge to the other team will render both parties disqualified for all events entered.

JUDGES RATING SHEET

Forensic Investigation     
SCHOOL / TEAM NUMBER
______________    COMPETITION ORDER NUMBER: ________
NAME OF PARTICIPANT’S:
________________________________________________________

JUDGES’ SIGNATURE:       ________________________________________________________
POINT VALUES

Excellent =10

Superior = 8

Good = 6
Fair = 4
Poor = 1

1) Activities prior to beginning search:

a) Investigators listen to report given by responding officers

b) Proper notes are taken

c) Investigators ensure that the Medical Examiner has been notified if needed.           1.______________
d) Investigators ensure that search is legal

Notes:

2) Actions upon entering scene:

a) Investigators put on gloves

b) Names are placed on Crime Scene Log

c) Scene is viewed without evidence  being disturbed/destroyed                                     2.______________
d) An initial search is methodical and logical

Notes:

3) Evidence locating, handling, and collection

a) All pertinent pieces of evidence are found, flagged, and marked by investigators

b) Investigators advise judges of evidence and request “Evidence Card”

c) Investigators handle evidence correctly when told to collect the item                         3.______________
d) Collected items are placed in proper containers based on type of evidence

e) Containers are properly labeled and sealed

Notes:

4) Sketching

a) All pertinent evidential items are placed in the sketch

b) Measurements are properly taken and noted

c) Compass direction is noted on sketch                                                                           4.______________
d) Fixed reference points are noted

e) Legend is correct, if applicable

Notes:

5) Photography (20 total)

a) At least one intermediate photograph is taken showing scene and
      evidence relationships, preferably after items have been marked.
b) Important evidence is determined for close-up photographs                                         5.______________
c) Close-up photographs include scale

d) Any latent fingerprints developed are photographed on the piece of evidence

Notes:

6) Evidence Processing

a) Latent fingerprint is developed using black powder

b) Proper fingerprint dusting techniques are demonstrated

c) Developed latent is lifted using lift tape and placed on card                                          6.______________
d) Card is properly labeled including item processed, sketch of latent position, 
       and identification of latent developer

Notes:

7) Documentation

a) Sketch, Photo Log, Evidence Log are correctly filled out

b) Investigator’s Report is well-written, follows a chronological pattern,                         7.______________

      reflects all pertinent information, and is written in third person

c) Evidence processing report documents chain of custody, processing 
      completed, and results obtained.





                                 FINAL SCORE:   _____________
                                                                                                                                                              70/70

JUDGES WINNERS SHEET

FORENSIC INVESTIGATION


TEAM SCORES

1 st Place SCHOOL:


Team Members:

2nd Place SCHOOL:


Team Members:

3rd Place SCHOOL:


Team Members:

Forensic Techniques

 Students should be familiar with:
1. Rectangular Coordinate/Triangular measuring.

2. Scene Sketching

3. Close and Intermediate Photography

4. Evidence Handling

5. Evidence Collection

6. Latent Fingerprinting Development and Identification

7. Postmortem Changes

8. Blood Splatter Analysis

9. Report writing/note taking/documentation

10. Chain of Custody

11. Legal Searches

